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SITE VISIT REPORT

The Trg Drage Iblera (the wooden skyscaper) in Zagreb was built from 1956 to 1958 and
was originally intended as a business building- it is one of Zagreb's most important post-
war buildings. The skyscraper has 10 floors; more precisely, it is a semi-enclosed two-
story office building with an eight-story residential tower.

It was designed by the Croatian architect Drago Ibler, after whom the building is named,
and the square where it is located. According to Ibler's idea, the skyscraper once had three
common rooms - a room for watching television together, a laundry room and a roof
terrace for socialising with a spectacular view of Zagreb. It got the nickname "wooden”
because of the wooden planks used to build the central vertical element (staircase) on
the facade of the building, but also for the appearance of the balcony.

In 2016, the “greening the roof” project was initiated in cooperation with companies IKEA,
GREEN BOX, BAUDER and FIBRAN. This project involved greening the terrace on the 11th
floor of the skyscraper and equipping it with the necessary furniture and a temporary
protective fence. In this way, it is possible to restore the original function of the roof as
a place for the common rest of the tenants, recreation and contemplation, but also to use
the advantages of the green roof (such as better micro-climate and lower water run-off)
and the utilisation and use of planted plants.

Mrs Tanja Herr, who is one of the project initiators, organizer of the construction of the
roof itself, and one of the sponsors, guided the GreenScape CE group and presented the
whole story in detail. The crucial point was in the “greening the roof” project that was
initiated and implemented by the inhabitants, as a community action.

The interesting technical solution arose from the building’s structural limitations, where
the static characteristics could not support additional roof loads. Instead of using
concrete, blocks for the plants were crafted from an insulation material (polystyrene
foam) that mimics concrete’s appearance on the structure. This technical solution could
be particularly valuable for replication, especially in the case of older existing buildings
and those protected under heritage regulations. In the case of the latter, the solution is
applicable when the roof is flat, and it can be easily removed without disrupting the
existing architectural features. These structures almost always have very limited capacity
to bear extra rooftop loads, yet the benefits of implementing green roofs for retrofitting
purposes are substantial in the process of adaptation to climate change. During the COVID
pandemic, the roof became a place for small social gatherings, providing building tenants
with an area for relaxation, fresh air, and an escape from the stresses of the ongoing
health crisis.
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